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JIMMY E. MARTIN
SHERIFF

Sheriff's Office
Box 859

Mertzon, Texas 76941

May 5, 1993

At.tn: Ms. Donna Searcy
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW, Room 222
Washington, D.C. 20554
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PHONE (915) 835-2551

RE: PR Docket No. 92-235 Spectrum Refarming
C

Dear Ms. Searcy:

It is my understanding that the FCC is attempting to address
the current and future needs in the law enforcement
communications area. I further understand that a proposal
has been submitted in the FCC's spectrum "REFARMING" Notice
of Proposed Rule Making PR Docket No. 92-235. I would like
to address this proposal.

Under the proposed changes, the FCC would require public
safety agencies to obtain new radio equipment at a cost that
Irion County or many other small counties will not be able to
afford. In addition to that, once our current radio license
expires, in 1996, we would be required to make an immediate
change of all radio equipment to the new frequencies, which
again is cost prohibitive.

Even if we were able to purchase the equipment necessary to
comply with the proposed change, proposed limitations on
radiated power based on height above terrain would be
devastating in Irion County as well as other West Texas
Counties. Irion County is approximately 1062 square miles
in size, with hills and valleys. Under the proposed changes
Irion County would, more than likely, be required to purc~ase.
two repeaters, which will be cost prohibitive.
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Currently, we are able to purchase radios, at a reasonable
cost, that will monitor surrounding Counties, state and
Federal Law Enforcement agencies and, if needed, we can
communicate with them. Under the proposed change all
mutual aid communications would be severed, which could be
devastating and disastrous.
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Due to the prohibitive cost, the inability
with other law enforcement agencies, the
effectively handle emergencies, the
satisfactorily communicate within our own
Martin, Sheriff of Irion County urge
Communications Commission not approve the

pectfully submitted,
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